[Diffuse large B-cell lymphoma: standard treatment and research questions].
In 2018 the practical guidelines for hematological malignancies, edited by Japanese Society of Hematology, underwent major revision for the first time in five years. R-CHOP (rituximab, cyclophosphamide, doxorubicin, vincristine, and prednisone) remains the standard treatment for diffuse large B-cell lymphoma (DLBCL) in line with the prior 2013 guidelines. R-CHOP has been considered as the standard treatment for DLBCL since early 2000s, when a 20% improvement in survival was observed when adding rituximab to CHOP. Following this, several clinical trials were conducted, but most attempts to exceed R-CHOP have failed. Moreover, this evidence has raised further research questions. In this report, the current evidence and the problems associated with DLBCL treatments have been reviewed.